
 
Death of Habib Ullah 3.7.08 

  
You never really know what life has in store or indeed how close that life strike is. In the early 
hours of Thursday evening of Police stopped and searched three people in a car. A struggle 
was had with the driver and re-enforcements were called. Six officers struggled with the driver 
for half and hour. Unfortunately the driver passed away at the scene. 
 
Habib Ullah and his family are very close to my family as we were cousins; both he and I grew 
up together, spent the best part of our childhoods growing together. 
  
His family were not alerted until Friday late morning, and then it was only after they had 
already learnt of their son’s death through the grapevine; they had not been communicated 
directly by the Police and just before an announcement was read out in the mosque. 
  
The mosque read a statement that said a young man had died the evening before after a raid! 
Totally factually incorrect, and the use of the word raid further cajoles the community into 
believing that someone is somewhat alien and that the death was a by product and something 
to expect. I have spent the best part of Friday trying to challenge the said, met with the 
Independent Police Complaints Commission and the Chief Association of Police Officers, a 
thorough investigation is now in progress following the autopsy. 
  
As you can imagine there is huge resentment in the community at what has mounted to 
murder of a person in custody. Police tried to propagate that there was substance found in the 
car, but then admitted that there was none found as could be confirmed by the fellow 
passengers in the car who were released within the same evening without charges. 
  
Stories were now going out that a raid had occurred and that a person had choked on the 
drugs that he tried to swallow!! A number of friends are working tirelessly to dispel the stories 
and the rumours; there was a short story that BBC agreed to air last night at ten. I am both 
saddened and shocked at the extent of close ranking and the degree we become proxy 
carriers of lies or dic tat. We need to stop and bear a thought for the family. 
  
A very large number of people have expressed a desire to protest and to show their anger. 
I am left in an unfounded situation whereby I can collate and manage the anger perhaps into 
a protest, it will require a lot of work and running around and very careful management and 
call for calm, at the same time I find myself again in the firing line, as there are only a few of 
us who are prepared to challenge what is going on. 
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