
 
 
 

W   We would like to draw attention to the fact tha t Habib 
was previously assaulted by Police Officers five 
months ago. A complaint was lodged with at the time  
with a duty solicitor and photographic evidence of 
injuries sustained was also submitted to the solici tor. 
A number of personal items belonging to him have 
only been returned now. We are concerned that the 
death of our brother is linked to this previous 
incident. 

 After almost three months of having to deal with 
such a tragedy we are still looking for answers to 
how our brother died. We would like to thank all th e 
supporters of the campaign who joined us on the 
march on the 9 th  of August and the many people 
joining the Facebook site that has been set up for 
Habib. We will continue to fight for the truth and for 
justice for his wife and children, his wider family  and 
friends to ensure that nothing like this happens ag ain 
in Thames Valley and across the country. 

Justice for Habib ‘Paps’ Ullah  
Contact number: 07869360377 
Email: justiceforpaps@aim.com 

 

 Campaign Update 26.9.08 
 

     It has now been nearly three months since Habi b died  
     during a supposed routine search of a vehicle and  
     passengers. Whilst  there has been some progre ss in  
     the investigation of his death we are still co ncerned  
     about the following: 

 
• Why the initial autopsy conducted by the Police 

on the 4 th of July was conducted without prior 
knowledge or consent of the family and 
significantly without the IPCC being notified? 
 

• Only one of the autopsies states that there was 
a package found in the windpipe but the last 
IPCC interim investigative update suggests that 
the cause of death is inconclusive. We still await 
the toxicology report that will determine what 
level of drugs there was in his bloodstream 
 

• That the IPCC had to conduct another autopsy 
under their jurisdiction which caused further 
distress to the family. We at the time stated that 
we had seen bruising to his body across the 
neck and the chest. 

• The family have not been informed as to the 
exact nature of the of the Section 9 investigation 
against the officers involved in the incident. 
Does this mean that the officers are suspended 
or does Thames Valley Police allow its staff to 
continue to be on duty even if they are under 
investigation? 

 
• That the procedure of officers writing 

statements collectively in regard to deaths or 
injuries whilst in police custody and in relation 
to the death of our brother has still to be 
challenged. 

• That our brother is continuing to being 
identified as a 'drug dealer' and that this is 
currently still being propagated by officers and 
needs to be seen as interference with the case. 
We have had Imams in some of our centres be 
visited by officers who are giving this line. 
Habib was never charged or arrested for 
possession or supply of drugs but was a user, 
which was a personal issue for him and for us 
as a family. 
 



 

FUTURE EVENTS: 
10th Annual United Family & Friends Campaign 
Remembrance Procession 
This year, on the last Saturday in October, will be  the tenth 
annual remembrance procession by families and frien ds of 
those who have died in police custody, in prison an d in 
secure psychiatric care. The procession from Trafal gar 
Square to Downing Street is one of the few opportun ities to 
bring together families from around the country to send a 
message to politicians that they must finally act t o prevent 
further deaths and more families suffering the grie f we carry 
every day  
 
Please support we are looking to take a minibus/sma ll coach 
from High Wycombe with members of the family & 
campaign. Details will be available nearer to the t ime. We 
need to show our support & solidarity with ALL fami lies and 
campaigns 
 
Saturday, October 25th 2008  1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Trafalgar Square, Whitehall, London,  

 
COLLECTIVE VOICE 
 
‘It may be true that the law cannot make a man love  me, but it can 
keep him from lynching me, and I think that's prett y important’. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Wall Street Journal, Novem ber 13, 1962. 
 
Please take the time to read the family’s concerns and press 
release. As a campaign we will continue to support the family 
and to seek justice. The website enables us to comm unicate and 
converse easier with all of you. 
 
I trust that having read through the press release,  relevant 
articles, videos and pics, you would understand the  sorrow of the 
family and others. The campaign is not a mass revol t against the 
police. We have invested many years in building and  establishing 
relationships with police colleagues to suddenly er ode the 
decades of work and effort.  But it remains to be said that we do, 
will and must always question a death that occurs i n custody. 
Whether that occurs in police custody, or in instit utional 
custody; prisons, detainee centres, mental and all secure centres 
where due care and diligence concerning the safe ha ndling of all 
arrestees, detainees, inmates, prisoners and patien ts must be at 
the core of all working practices. 
 
It is only when you understand this local incident in a far wider 
national context that you begin then to truly appre ciate the 
shocking figures of deaths in custody and only then  would you 
be able to understand the pain and the distress of many 
unanswered questions that families are left asking,  long after the 
initial interest of media has dissipated. It is the refore paramount 
that we should advocate and support the family and many others 
throughout their ordeal, whilst, at the same time s eeking to 
address wider community concerns and institutional practices. 
Sadly, what has been unearthed is the extent of the  lack of 
empathy amongst those that are in positions of 'sup posed' 
representatives of communities. Instead of understa nding or 
seeking to understand firstly the campaign, the que stions, or 
indeed the family's sorrow, these representatives h ave sought to 
condemn the deceased first. 
 
We have been approached by many, who at times seem far too 
concerned about the 'discomfort' that the raising o f many 
'uneasy' questions, would seemingly first and forem ost cause 
them. Lest in the comfort of their positions, as re presentatives or 
spokespeople of the community, on numerous and vari ous 
authority panels and groups and as supposed religio us advisors; 
should they then be asked about the ‘disquiet in th e community’, 
or most importantly, certainly to them, lest it the n impedes their 
political seating or aspirations.  
 
Many have refused to acknowledge the campaign, find ing it 
easier to ignore and forget. But then choose to cha nnel the 
conscious of their own indispositions, into dissuad ing others 
from supporting the questioning and campaigning. Th ere are 
those that have seemed to distort and confuse their  own 
discomfort into an easier palatable reasoning, that  then finds 
them believing in their own reasoned ‘religious’ ov erview of the 
tragedy, in that the deceased was doing wrong and s inning, so 
therefore his death was somehow justified or writte n. 
 
But what has emerged as a majority, is the compassi on of 
support, of people that have pushed past the malais e, lack of 
empathy and individual selfishness, to use thought from their 
own nurtured reasoning and to support the campaign.  It is these 
people that have come to support vigils and rallies , it is these 
people that have posted, emailed and communicated t heir 
sentiments, and it is these people that have urged others to 
equally support. 
 
A collective voice forms the shout, to stop and cha llenge, a 
collective challenge forms the change. 
Zia Ullah 

The campaign organise d a Press conference on Friday 
29th August at a local hotel. Members of the family  
were present with friends and supporters together w ith 
local journalists. Earlier on in the day Saqib did an 
interview with BBC Three Counties radio and we are 
working hard to break the story nationally with int erest 
currently from BBC Asian Network. 

 
FACEBOOK & WEBSITE LINKS:   
 
Join, support and view the campaign’s videos 
and articles at its Facebook Group:  
Justice for Habib ‘Paps’ Ullah.  
 
View the campaign alongside other families: 
http://justice4paps.wordpress.com/ 
http://4wardever.org 
 
 


